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OPINION 1129
VULPESFRISCH, 1775 (MAMMALIA) CONSERVEDUNDER

THEPLENARYPOWERS

RULING - (1) Under the plenary powers it is hereby ruled

(a) that the generic name Vulpes Frisch, 1775 (a name
published in a work placed on the Official Index of

Rejected and Invalid Works in Zoological Nomen-
clature) is available for the purposes of zoological

nomenclature;

(b) that all previous designations of type species for the

nominal genus Vulpes Frisch, 1775, are set aside and

Canis vulpes Linnaeus, 1758, is ruled to be the type

species;

(c) that the specific names minimus and saarensis Skjolde-

brand, 1777, as published in the combination Vulpes

minimus Saarensis, are suppressed for the purposes of

the Law of Priority, but not for those of the Law of

Homonymy.
(2) The generic name Vulpes Frisch, 1775 (gender:

feminine), type species, by designation under the plenary powers in

(1) (b) above, Canis vulpes Linnaeus, 1758, is hereby placed on the

Official List of Generic Names in Zoology with the NameNumber
2076.

(3) The specific name vulpes Linnaeus, 1758, as published

in the binomen Canis vulpes (specific name of type species of

Vulpes Frisch, 1775) is hereby placed on the Official List of

Specific Names in Zoology with the NameNumber 2667.

(4) The generic name Vulpes Skjoldebrand, 1777 (a junior

homonym of Vulpes Frisch, 1775) is hereby placed on the Official

Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology with the

NameNumber 2104.

(5) The species-group names minimus and saarensis Skjolde-

brand, 1777, as published in the combination Vulpes minimus
Saarensis, are hereby placed on the Official Index of Rejected and
Invalid Specific Names in Zoology with the Name Numbers 1049

and 1050 respectively.

HISTORYOFTHECASEZ.N.(S.) 977

The origins of the present case are obscure. It appears that in

1931 Dr Stiles (then Secretary to the Commission) prepared a list

of generic names for inclusion in the Official List, and that this list
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included ''Vulpes Oken, 1816". (The list was of genera in species of
which there had been found parasites common to Man.) The first

formal proposal for the validation of Vulpes Frisch, 1775, was
received on 29 November 1974 from Dr Juliet Clutton-Brock and
Dr G.B. Corbet (British Museum (Natural History), London). This
was sent to the printer on 5 March 1975 and was published on 22
September 1975 in Bull, zool Norn. vol. 32: 110-112. Public

notice of the possible use of the plenary powers in the case was
given in the same part of the Bulletin as well as to the statutory

serials and to two mammalogical serials. No comment was received.

DECISION OFTHECOMMISSION

On 5 September 1978 the members of the Commission were
invited to vote under the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper 1978

(10) for or against the proposals set out in Bull. zool. Nom. vol. 32:

111 —112. At the close of the voting period on 5 December 1978
the state of the voting was as follows:

Affirmative Votes —eighteen (18), received in the following

order: Holthuis, Melville, Alvarado, Mroczkowski, Eisenmann,
Vokes, Brinck, Willink, Habe, Tortonese, Cogger, Binder, Bayer,

Dupuis, Corliss, Nye, Welch, Bernardi
Negative Votes —none (0).

A late affirmative vote was received from Sabrosky. Ride was
on leave of absence. No votes were returned by Kraus, Heppell and
Starobogatov.

The following comments were sent in by members of the

Commission with their voting papers:

Eisenmann: "Ordinarily I am disinclined to validate a name
on the basis of an 'invalid' work merely to give that name priority

in the event of generic merger. But Vulpes is such a well-known
name that I feel an exception is justified, especially as no opposi-
tion has been filed by mammalogists."

Dupuis: "Les cas de Dama et de Vulpes montrent bien le

danger de vouloir effacer Thistoire par le rejet d'un ourvrage."

ORIGINAL REFERENCES

The following are the original references for the names placed
on Official Lists and Official Indexes by the ruling given in the

present Opinion:
minimus, Vulpes, Skjoldebrand, 1777, K. svenska Vetensk. Akad.

Handl, vol.38: 265-267
saarensis, Vulpes minimus, Skjoldebrand, 1 777, K. svenska Vetensk.
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Akad. Handl, vol. 38: 265-267
Vulpes Frisch, 1775, Das Natur-System der vierfiissigen Thiere: 15

Vulpes Skjoldebrand, 1777, K. svenska Vetensk. Akad. Handl, vol.

38: 265-267
vulpes, Canis, Linnaeus, IISS, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, vol. 1: 40

CERTIFICATE

I certify that the votes cast on Voting Paper (78)10 were cast

as set out above, that the proposal contained in that voting paper

has been duly adopted under the plenary powers, and that the

decision so taken, being the decision of the International Commis-
sion on Zoological Nomenclature, is truly recorded in the present

Opinion No. 1129.
R.V. MELVILLE

Secretary

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature
London

19 January 1978


